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Zutawy Wislane
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Welcomnie!

Th:_- beauty of Zutawy in the Vistula Delra is unique as
is hidden in the counrryside, Every clement and de-
tail is important and necessary to create the harmony
and cohesion. Willows and poplars drink water from
felds and ditches, lime trees decorate cemeteries and
parks. Fields and meadows are cutinto rectangular
shapes by roads and ditches to facilitate cultivation.

Drraw and rotary bridges give ships the righc-of-way in
traffic. Houses are situared on sandy hillocks to prote-
ct against floods. Wheat, which will be used for next
year's sowing, is dried in a room above the arcades
at the entrance to the house. Sluices and storm locks
protect canals and rivers against sudden rises in water
levels. Pump stations wr_ar]cjng day and night regulare
water fluctuations on polders.

Zulawy is a united work of man, his crearivity,
and the queen of Polish rivers - the Vi

"The region is well repaid for wise management,
efficient technology, and a high level of agri
ture. There is no other region with s
que landscape, nature, historical and culrural
heritage.
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Zuluw}r in rthe Vistula Delta, also called Vistula
Zulawy, is a classical river delta. Its natural bor-
der is mostly outlined by a contour line 10 m
above sea level and by a shore southern secrion
at the Vistula gorge near Biala Gora. The area is
said to be about 1750 km? without Druzno Lake
and the Wislany Bay. About 450km* of this area
is a depression. Raczki Elblaskie situated 1,8 m
below sea level is recognized as the lowest point
in Poland.

In the centre of Zulawy there are two towns:
Nowy Dwor Gdariski, which is called the ca-
pital of Zulawy, and is the head office of No-
wodworski Region and Nowy Staw. A few big
cities are situated at the edge of Zulawy. The
biggest of them is Tricity: Gdasisk, Sopot and
Gdynia. There are also other cities partly locared
in Zulawy such as Elblag, Tezew and Malborlk.

The neighbourbood of Marzecine
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It is very easy to get to Zulawy. The capital of Zulawy

— the town of Nowy Dwar Gdanski — is situared 40 km

from the centre of Gdanisk. A motorway Nr 7 leads from
Warsaw to Gdansk through Nowy Dwir Gda aski. At the
west edge of Zulawy a highway Al is being built. Both ro-
ads will be connected soon by a south- eastern ring road of
(darisk. The whole transport infrastructure of Tricity (the
airport in Rebiechowo, the rail juncrion Gdansk — Gdynia,
sea and river ports) is easily accessible. Moreover, tourist
artractions near Gdansk, such as Sopot, Malbork, From-
bork or even Kaliningr;{d (Russia) which are situared in
neighbouring regions but with different landscapes, can
be reached in a very short time.
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Multicultural history

As far as the geological measure of time
is concerned Zulawy is a very young area
of land which started to form in the VI
millennium BC. The oldest traces of men
came from the time of the Early Stone
Age. Neolithic amber workshops found
in places called Niedzwiedzica and Wy-
bicko seem to be a real archaeological
sensation. Most explorers believe that
the mystery of Truso, a great port and
a trade centre has been revealed. People
learned about its existence from a IXth
century report. The settlement was fo-
und on the eastern outskirts of Zutawy,
in the place called Janéw.

W

Fudawy Elbgskic — during the interwar peviod

Zutawy Gdavitkie - the beginning of the XX century

11_1 A e sl = ) First settlers appeared in the delta of the Vistula River and iniriated

) £ the creation of a complicated hydrographical system. It can sill

: | ; be admired as it has been improved and developed for a long

AT S b rime. Both banks of the Vistula were joined by one political
: 2 e entiry, the state of the Teuronic Knights.

The history of Zutawy is connected with a lor of cultures:
Pomeranian, Prussian, Teutonic, Dutch, Swedish, German,
Polish and quite recently Ukrainian as well. As a result a
unique melting — pot was created. Among these varied
traditions the role of the Mennonite culture should be
emphasized. Mennonites came from the Netherlands in

the middle of the XVIth century. At this time Zulawry,

after the second treary of Torun, was under the rule of

Polish kings again.

Archival decuments B
of Zudany |8




=
[
=
g
®
=
=




r L s, T | r o el
Ra 'q, < ‘ /.r FS \ "“
s ﬁ ()(:' o ‘!
s i) e

.{_"\i!). | 7

00) A\ jh

i A 00 N

) / 04 /

A k p \

0 I\ () i\

| i\ i

iy () I\

I\ 00) N\

it 00 i

A\ ) I\
o

PO



Diedfis on a howse wall of Zudawy

Polish — Sweden wars in the XVIIth century and other war g8
. . a - (TR b
conflicts in the first half of the XVIIIth century slowed the e

economic development but fortunately it was never stop- Nowy Dhedr Geariski — the beginning of the XX* century
ped. Afer the partitions of Poland Zulawy was under
Prussian rule. A very interesting episode is the fact chat
interned participants of the November Uprising stayed in
Zutawy for some time. In the second half of the XIXth
century, which was a time of heavy flooding, a hydro-
graphical network was Anally shaped. Then in 1895 the
Wistula River was regulared by being given a direct chan-
nel to the Balic Sea, and all its tribucaries were regulated

by sluices.

During the interwar period the biggest part of Zulawy Fubawy Gdariskic a bundved years ago
belonged to Free City Gdanisk. It was the time when a
drainage system was started on a large scale. This process
was finished only after the Second World War.

Tegrehel et

The most recent history of the region started with a disa-
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were destroyed by the retreating German

army which caused the greatest calamity in

the history of the region. However, people

living there did their best and drained the

Hooded areas. Ar the same time

newy sett I(: L3 a[rivcd Fl'UITJ. DT].".‘.:I
parts of the country.

It is commonly believed that
the full potential of Zutawy
hasnlt I:H:Cl'.l. F[l“}-" rcaiin:d 50

far.
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1 Nowy Duwir Gdaiski in 1835 e '

There is probably no other place in Poland which is so
full of monuments as Zufawy. The most valuable ones,
dating from the Middle Ages, are villages which were
built around a sfquare sice. The architecture of the houses
built here was on a really high level. Brick or wooden
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houses, supported by delicately ornamented columns
make the architecrure of the region unigue. There are
also other very interesting objects such as Durch pens,
situated on specially raised hillocks. One can also find
many sacred monuments here. One can admire Gothic
brick churches and their ruins as well as former Men-
nonite cemeteries which make an unforgertable impres-
sion. Other structures which are also worth seeing are
canals, sluices, Hood banks and drawbridges and rotary
bridges. It is a pity that windmills have almost comple-
tely disappeared from the countryside. Maybe one day

some of them will be reconstructed.

A daar from Myszewe

Sightseeing

The most interesting route for sightseeing is the Mennonire
Trail. It connects r:}hjn::cts associated with the history of ser-

tlement in Zutawy on the route from Gdansk ro Elblag.

A tap afa bavse of Zndaury
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The exhibition “On Palish Polders™

Museum of Zutawy

This museumis full of everyday objects and
tools which belonged to former inhabitants of
this area. It is also an archive of places which
no longer exist. The permanent exhibition “On
Polish Polders™ is devoted to Mennaonites. It tells
us a story about problems and dilemmas of im-
| migrants, abour the ways they tried to adapt to
| their new home but also to keep their identity
and find happiness and fulfilment. Carefully
restored gravestones are alse worth mention-
ing. Each headstone, often 2.5 m high, is a work
of art decorated with symbols and inscriptions
connected with life and death.

[ Whar did chis chrifty and well - organized town
look like during the interwar years? The model
shows Tiegenhof — now Nowy Dwér Gdanski
— a place which boasted a swimming pool, com-
munity centre, Youth Palace together with a
sports stadium, a city park, secondary schools
and industry exporting its products...

Epitaply an a chareh wall in Koszwedy

This windmillin Poland could not be saved but we can

Fragments of the last draidming windmil

g

L8t dvamine windmill

learn abour its appearance and history from archival pho-
tographs and drawings. Unfortunately its reconstruction
IMust wait.
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Situated 3 km from Nowy Dwor Gdarnski, was excavared
and is situated next to the road to Stegna, near a Goth-
ic church, which is today a Greek — Carholic Orthodox
Church. As a resule 70 gravestones from the XV1lth and
XVIth century can be admired there. It is one of the big-
gest exhibitions of this kind in Poland — The Museum of
Zutawy in an open area.



Mennonites are 2 movement that arose in the
Reformation. They are pacifist Anabaprtist
Christians, and were named afrer Menno Si-
mons, a Catholic priest from Friesland. Early
in the 16th century he preached and wrote,
explaining the basic beliefs of the Mennonite
faith. These included emphasizing the authori-
ty of the Bible, following the example of Chrisr,
baptizing people after they had chosen to be
believers, practising love toward others, and re-
ﬂlﬁing to bear arms in war.

Mennonites were persecuted for their beliefs,
and many were killed. Some fled to Poland,
a countcry thar was more tolerant than
others, and here they found a welcome, ¢
They mostly settled in Gdansk and |
in the neighbouring Zutawy. They
lived in deserted villages often dev-
astated by floods and did their best to
improve their surroundings. ?.uhwy
gave them many opportunities to

scttle and make a living, Their faith prohibiced
them from swearing oaths or holding a public
office in which they might have to impose the
death penalty. They also refused to bear arms
in war or live in luxury. Instead, they believed
in helping the poor. They had a modest lifestyle
and were sometimes misunderstood.

At the end of XVIII™ century, when Poland was
partitioned among Ausria, Prussia and Russia,
many orthodox Mennonites {:migmtcd to Rus-
sia, hoping for greater freedom. Later, many
of them moved to other countries, especially in
Morth America. in times of the Prussian An-
nexation, the most orthodox Mennonites
emigrated to Russia, and later to the
other parts of the world. Those who
decided o stay in Prussia became
Germanized, The last Mennonites left
Zulawy in 1945 together with other
German people who used to live here.

A Menzonite cemetery
i Satwier

A picoe of Mennanite
griineitare




Diruzno Lake

A Gift of Nature

.ﬂ.lthGngh t].'.I.C IEI.FII'.{SEE.PC GF thE area segims o I'_'H: mo-
notonous, the Vistula Delta is very interesting as far
as nature is concerned. About 70 % of all kinds of
birds which have their nesting sites in Poland can be
found here. This is made possible by the variety of
water reservoirs. Druzno Lake is really unusual even
on a European scale. Together with its surroundings,
it shows the processes which have been shaping the
Vistula Delta during the last thousand years. The
remains of natural forests situated in the fork of the
Vistula and Nogat Rivers are protecred as reserves as
part of the wooded Landscape Park. The Vistula Spit
is situated in the north of Zulawy alongside beautiful
seaside beaches. What is more, in recent years beavers
and water ferns have appeared again in the clean rivers
of Zukawy.

The neighbaurhood of Ostawki
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The Tira River near fasionna

HEES

As far as tourism and promotion are concerned, nobody
has ever taken advantage of the artractive location of che
WVistula Delta warer routes, which are connected with
the inland water system of Western and Eastern Europe.
Nevertheless, a fully developed system of water roures is
one of the most attractive features of ?.uluwy. From the
tourist and r\'hipping poine of view the most useful seem
to be the sections of European water routes E-40 and
E — 70 together with waterways such as the Martwa
Wista, the Wiska Smiaka, the Motlawa, the MNogar, the
Szk:u'pav.'n, the Wista Krolewiecka, the Tug-.l, the Swia;ta,
the Elblag, the Jagieloriski Canal, the Elblaski Canal and
the Vistula Bay which is connected with them.

The Eblaski Canalis a unique and interesting strucrure.
Moving along the canal through one of the slipways can
be very impressive, While travelling along the sections
of the canal, a length of 9,6 km, which consists of five
successive slipways, a ship is transported on a special
platform moving on rails. In this way the ships cover
the distance of 2300 meters of a dry, grassy land up to a
height of 100 meters.

You can spend your whole holiday on water routes of
Zulawy. It rakes a few hours a day to get to another lake
port. The rest of your time you can spend hiking, riding
a bike and admiring seaside areas.

Rotary Bridge in ﬁz.ﬁ.fr.lm

The slieice Gdaviska Cémoa (o Head af Gk} in bl
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A fast line of narrow — gauge trains used to go
from Gdansk through Nowy Dwoér Gdanski to
Elblag. The railroad, which used to be 75 cm wide,
stretched out over the whole area of Zulawy and
extended as far as Krynica Morska. Today you can
use only the route from Nowy Dwir Gdaniski wo
the Mierzeja Spit — to Szrutowo, Stegna, Jantar and
Mikoszewo. A trip in open carriages can be a won-
derful attraction for tourists especially during sum-
mer time.
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POMORSKA REGIONALNA ORGAN IZACJA TURYSTYCENA
fo-a58 Gdarisk, Dlugi Targ 8-10, tel.Fax 248 58 3233203
in@procgdapl | procpomerskieinfo

WARMINSKO-MAZURSKA REGIONALNA
ORGANIZACIA TURYSTYCZNA

[O-0r7 0[5'-'.[}'!1. ul. Staromiejska 1, telffax +48 8o s353565
weit@warmia.mazurypl | wwwwarmia-mazury-roepl

POLSKA IZBA TURYSTYEI ODDZIAL POMORSKI
Bo-B50 Gdaisk, ul, Rajska 2, rel.ffax +48 5% 3017230
c-rnail: hiu r\c:-@'lp.:.:.gd,n_pl

POLSKA TZBA TURYSTYKI ODDZIAL WARMINSKO-MAZURSKI
12-540 Olztyn, ul. Dabrowszezakdw 19, tel/fax +48 89 5218165
e-mail: kaminski_je rey@poczra.onet l

PUNKTY INFORMAC]I TURYSTYCZNE]
TOURISTEN-INFORMATION

POINTS OF TOURIST INFORMATION
TOERISTISCHE INFORMATIE

CEDRY WIELKIE, 83-cz0, ul, Osadnikdw Wojskowych 41 a
tel.ffax +48 58 686835 | zokis@eedrp-wielkie pl

ELBLAG, %2-300, ul. Crerwonege Kryia 2, el /fax 48 55 2329234
touristinfo@wp.pl | wwwirelblag.com.pl

GDANSK, 2o-861, ul. Heweliuses g, rel. +48 58 014355
gn[@'lgut.gdilltk.pl : www_Eu[_Edu.ns.k_pl

GDANSK, fo-827, ul. Dhuga 45, tel, 448 58 o050
in@prtk-gedansk.pl | wawprek-gdansk.pl

MALBORK, #2-z00, ul. Piastowska 15, rel./fax. +48 55 2734000
cig@um.malbork, pl

NOWY DWOR GDANSKI, #2-00, ul. Obrosicéw Westerplatee 1
tel. +48 55 2472001 | globex-bus@oz.pl

POLECANE STRONY INTERNETOWE
EMPFOHLENE WERSITES
RECOMMENDED WEBSITES
AANBEVOLEN INTERNETPAGINA'S

Klub Nowodworski |
Oficjalna Strona Zalewn Wislanego

www. klub.opitz.pl
www_zalew.org. pl

Pomorslka Regionalna
Organizacja Tarystyczna | protpomosskie.info

Regionalny Zareqd Drig Wodnych | www.repw.gda pl

Stowarzyszenic Gmin

Polskie Zamki Gotyckie | www.zamkigoryckic.orgpl
Twij Informaror

Turystyczno-Preyrodniczy | www jeriors.com.pl”
Warminsko-Mazurska Regionalna

Organizacja Turystyczna | wawwwarmiz-mazury-ra,pl
Waojewddzroo Pomorskie | wrwwoj-pomosskie. pl

Wojewddetwo Warminsko-Mazurskie | wwwwarmia mazury.pl
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ZATOKA GDANSKA
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